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effected. The Association would be greatly furthering a most import-
ant object if it urged upon Parliament the absolute necessity of making
better provision than at present existed, for vaccination and revaccina-
tion; and its members would be doing a good work if they urged as
forcibly as possible, the extreme importance of primary vaccination,
and the scarcely less importance of revaccination. Another important
sanitary question was drunkenness, or rather that form of drunkenness
known as dipsomania. It was a difficult matter to deal with legisla-
tively, because it involved the questions of personal restraint and vested
interests; but as it had been proved that moral suasion had proved in-
effectual, the Government was justified in exercising personal restraint
on the habitual drunkard. There was another question, applying in-
dividually rather than to general sanitary conditions-the Contagious
Diseases Act. In an assembly of medical men he did not feel called
upon to enter into the question whether the present state of society, or
any condition of human existence, admitted, as a necessity, the exist-
ence of prostitution. All he could do in treating the question was to
take it as he found it, and he believed and considered the Contagious
Diseases Acts of Parliament would be most salutary. It was with feel-
ings of no little disappointment that he read the report of the Royal
Commissioners, wherein they recommended the abandonment of com-
pulsory and periodical examinations. In a separate note, however,
certain of the Commissioners stated their opinion that periodical inspec-
tion ought to be continued. Every woman who did not want to
undergo the operation had the power of avoiding it, and of emancipat-
ing herself from the consequences of such a mode of life. It appeared,
from a recently-published parliamentary return, that the number of re-
gistered women had been reduced one-half in the seventeen towns
where the acts had been in operation, and out of II,995 women, 578
had been married, 907 had entered "homes," and 2,574 had been re-
stored to their parents. In other words, one-third of the whole num-
ber were known to have abandoned their vicious course of life. Had
the effect of the diseases been confined to the person affected, or even
if it could only be transmitted to one other person, that would be some
ground-though even then a very faint one-for repealing the Acts.
But whilst the fact remained that disease might be transmitted to any
number, and might be felt by unborn generations, the argument was all
in favour of the Acts, which he believed to be the most useful measures
which had of late years been sanctioned by Parliament. Everybodymust have been struck by the extraordinary divergence between the
evidence of different medical men speaking of the same case. This
was especially so in railway cases. In criminal cases, if any doubt of
this kind arose, it was decided by a recognised referee; and he did
not see why the same course of procedure should not be applied to civil
cases, medical men being appointed to represent various branches of
the profession, and empowered by Government to decide questions.In conclusion, the speaker referred to the forthcoming visit of the
British Medical Association to Birmingham ; bespoke for it the cordial
co-operation and welcome of the local Branch; and expressed his con-
fidence in the success of the visit.
A cordial vote of thanks was accorded to the President; and the

members afterwards dined together, to the number of fifty-two.

CORRESPONDENCE.
PUBLIC HEALTH BILL: MEDICAL OFFICERS.

SIR,-The alternative placed before Poor-law medical officers by Mr.
Wickham Barnes, in the pages of your contemporaries, is-doubtless
unintentionally on his part-a remarkable perversion of the real pointsat issue in this controversy. He, being a practitioner in the metro-
polis, which is hardly touched by this Bill, may be excused for ignor-ance of the question as regards the remaining six-sevenths of the popu-lation of England to which the Bill does apply. I beg leave, there-
fore, to ask every Poor-law medical officer in the provinces to send me,on a post-card, an answer to the following inquiry, which states cor-
rectly the rival propositions, and I promise every one who favours mewith a reply that it shall be made good use of for the improvement ofhis position.
Which of these two alternatives do you prefer: (A) In urban dis-

tricts, being set aside by the single officer of health who is proposedto be appointed by each urban authority, and who will generally beyour rival in practice ; and in rural districts, being appointed solehealth-officers under the Board of Guardians, and occasionally inspectedby an itinerant official from the Local Government Board ? or (B) beingconstituted, in town and country alike, deputy officers of health, under
(not " one of your local medical men", but) a county or principal officer

of health, debarred from private practice, who would be ready at all
times to support you and to relieve you from the disagreeable duty
of initiating proceedings against nuisances created by your private pa-
tients, and whose post, on a vacancy, would be filled by one selected
for good service from your own ranks ?

Mr. Wickham Barnes has secured an advantage by having been the
first to put the question elsewhere ; but the members of the British
Medical Association need hardly be cautioned against any conclusion
which may be drawn from false premises. I am, etc.,

Cheltenham, June 22nd. HENRY W. RUMSEY.

THE NEW VOLUNTEER MEDICAL REGULATIONS.
SIR,-It is gratifying, but, in truth, not surprising, to find by the

letter published by you last week, that the "permanent staff" resent
the proposals made by Mr. Cardwell as hotly as the volunteer surgeons.
They recognise the false position in which they would be placed in re-
ceiving medical aid under the new regulations, and the insulting and
ridiculous proposals made to volunteer surgeons which emanated from
the War Office. The adherence of the authorities to their original in-
tention would lead to the resignation of every right-minded volunteer
surgeon; but Mr. Cardwell will, I believe, at once give way when
this and other offending regulations are put before him in their proper
light by the deputation of volunteer surgeons.
The question comes to be, what position ought the volunteer surgeons

to take up should they accept the responsibility of compulsory attend-
ance on the permanent staff and their families at all, if the pay be in-
creased ? or should they decline to approve of the principle of pay-
ment at all. I think, sir, there can be no question at all regarding
this. Government will not, and can not, afford in any sufficient mea-
sure to repay volunteer surgeons, as they exist, for medical aid to the
officials in question in time of peace; and any attempt at a compro-mise on the part of grasping practitioners would perhaps lead to a
division amongst volunteer surgeons, and retirement, in disgust at the
behaviour of their brethren, of the vast majority of surgeons from the
volunteer service. Besides, the necessity demanded by the regulationsthat the surgeons should also supply medicines, would at once strike
off the list many of the best men in the volunteer service. We
should persist obstinately in maintaining our ground. If Mr. Card-
well desires to put the permanent staff of volunteers on an equalitywith other permanent staffs in having gratuitous medical attendance,let Government increase their salaries, and allow them to call in their
own medical advisers, as suggested at the London and Edinburghmeetings. I am. etc..

A METROPOLITAN VOLUNTEER SURGEON.
SIR,-It is ludicrous to peruse the new Circular containing the Vo-

lunteer Regulations; more than this, it is shameful that the War-office
of this country should turn out such carelessly prepared schemes and
orders. The very crude ideas possessed by Mr. Cardwell as to the
qualifications of surgeons and the examinations, lead one to conclude
that he could not possibly have sought the advice of the Director of the
Army Medical Department in the preparation of the regulations ; or, if
he did, he cannot have acted upon it.

Volunteer surgeons, I see, are required to be well " acquainted withthe nature and intended application of the various articles composingthe equipment of Army Hospitals in the field, and with the authorisedmeans for the transport of sick and wounded soldiers, and the propermodes of employing them". Pray, sir, how are we to obtain our know-
ledge of these ?

Really one has no patience in discussing these ridiculous regulations.A VOLUNTEER ASSISTANT-SURGEON.

THE MIDLAND BRANCH.
SIR,--Having been a member of the Association for the past thirtyyears, and having done my best towards keeping on the great work,and feeling much in its success, must be my apology for writing upona matter which concerns the whole of the Branches of the Association.The annual meeting of the Midland Branch took place last Thurs-day at Nottingham; and I was grieved, as I have often been before, tofind so little interest taken in the proceedings. Out of 158 members,only 22 attended, notwithstanding that the papers read were morethan usually attractive.
Now, Mr. Editor, how is it that the Midland Branch, comprisingthe large and important counties of Nottingham, Derby, Leicester, andLincoln, can only boast of a roll of I58 members from amongst thehundreds of medical men resident within them ? I have for some timetried to ascertain the cause, and I am of opinion that I have at last de-
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vined the true cause of the apathy of the profession with regard to our
Branch. Centralisation now-a-days is not much relished, and this has
been carried out to a degree with us. Hitherto the annual meetings-
ever since the establishment of the Branch at Derby in I851-have,
with but one exception, been held alternately at the several county
towns; all the officers and representative members of the General Council
have (with only one exception) been selected from the members residing
in the county towns. Now, I have always thought that this would ulti-
mately tell against the success of the Branch, and I am sorry to find
my fears only too soon realised. In 1865, we had I28 members; in
1872, 158 members, 65 of whom reside in the county towns. Now
this condition of things is, to me, anything but satisfactory. In country
villages we have a great amount of latent talent, and an immense mass
of practical experience, which I should like to see utilised; and if these
practitioners cannot come to us, we must go to them, and make them
more active members of the Branch by placing them in such a position
as to compel them to take more interest in our proceedings. This per-
nicious system of centralisation has another bad effect; it produces
monotony, and the sameness of the thing destroys the interest felt in
these annual gatherings. Some such thoughts as these were evidently
running in the mind of our President, Dr. Robertson ; for in his brief
address to us he stated that he thought it would be beneficial to the
Branch if the quarterly meetings were held in some of the larger towns
of the counties during the year ; and so I think, and hope the President
will carry out this liberal idea. I have a very strong opinion on this
point, so much so that I ventured to propose and carried (though not
without opposition), that half the representative members of Council
should be chosen from the county towns, the remainder from amongst
the members scattered far and wide over the several counties. And I
must here express a hope that those gentlemen elected for the first time
extra urbcm, with the view of carrying out my principles, will sup-
port me by being present at their post at the meeting of Council at Bir-
mingham in August next.
Our next annual meeting was arranged to take place at Leicester. I

have hinted that I should then, if spared, move that the following an-
nual meeting be held at some other than the county town ; and I cer-
tainly shall feel much disappointed if I am not well supported on that
occasion. From conversations which I have had with many of my
medical friends, I am persuaded that such a change would be pro-
ductive of great success, and that it would engender a more friendly
feeling, and tend to ensure not only greater interest, but a material
augmentation of our numbers.

I am, etc., EDWIN MORRIS, M.D., F.R.C.S.
Spalding, June 23rd, 1872.

OBITUARY.
JOSEPH HUTCHINSON, F.R.C.S., CHEETHAMA HILL,

MANCHESTER.
MR. JOSEPH HUTCHINSON was born in I809, and studied medicine at
St. Thomas's Hospital, and became a Licentiate of the Apothecaries'Society in 1833, a Member of the Royal College of Surgeons in I834,and a Fellow of the College by examination in 1846. He settled at
Cheetham Hill, near Manchester, where he practised with great suc-
cess for thirty-eight years, till within a few days of his death. He was
for many years a medical officer of the union. In this capacity he won
the hearts of the poor, and the confidence and esteem of the guardians.IIe paid special attention to obstetrics, and was the inventor of a specu-lum. He died on May 28th.

WILLIAM MACTURK, M.D., BRADFORD, YORKSHIRE.
DR. WILLIAM MACTURK, one of the oldest members of the medical
profession in the West Riding of Yorkshire, died at Bradford, March
2nd, having practised in that town as a physician for forty-eight years.Dr. Macturk was born at South Cave, in the East Riding of York-
shire, in 1795. After receiving a good preliminary education, he
entered the medical profession, and became a Licentiate of the Societyof Apothecaries of London in I816. He commenced practice as a
surgeon in Scarborough, but left that town after four years, and re-
sumed his medical studies at Glasgow and Edinburgh, and in I823graduated as M.D. at the University of Glasgow. He settled in Brad-
ford in the following year as a physician ; and his reputation graduallyincreased with the rapidly increasing size of the place, until he obtained
the principal consulting practice in the town and neighbourhood.He was a man of upright character and strong religious principles, as
well as of courteous and pleasant manners, good common sense, sound

practical knowledge of his profession; and gained the confidence of
the public and the profession. He assisted in the establishment of the
Bradford Infirmary in 1825, and became one of its first physicians.
This post he held to within two years of death; always taking a lively
interest in the welfare of the institution, and devoting a large portion
of his time to attendance upon the patients. He made no contributions
to the literature of his profession.

MEDICAL NEWS.
ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS OF ENGLAND.-The following

candidates, having passed the required examinatious, received their
diplomas in dental surgery, at a meeting of the Board of Examiners on
Tuesday last.

Baylis, Leighton, Cheltenham
Coles, James Oakley, Wimpole Street, Cavendish Square
Harding, William Edward, Stafford
Hutchinson, Samuel John, Manchester
Poundall, William Lloyd, Derby

APOTHECARIES' HALL.-The following gentlemen passed their ex-
amination in the science and practice of medicine, and received
certificates to practise, on Thursday, June 20th, 1872.

Cartwright, John Peploe, Oswestry
Dove, Harry, Norwich
Laver, Arthur Henry, Rayleigh, Essex
Paradise, Thomas Decimus, Stamford, Lincolnshire
Pridmore, Campbell William, Abbey Street, Bermondsey

The following gentlemen also on the same day passed their primary
professional examination.

Foster, Reginald Henry, Guy's Hospital
Kirby, Samuel J. J., Middlesex Hospital
Perrin, Alfred Charles, St. Thomas's Hospital

As Assistants in compounding and dispensing medicines.
Jones, Owen, Long Acre
Badcock, Daniel, Barnard Castle

KING AND QUEEN'S COLLEGE OF PIYSICIANS IN IRELAND.-At
examinations held on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, June IIth,
12th, and I3th, the License to practise Medicine was granted to:

Mahon, Charles J. Smyly, William Josiah
O'Keiffe, John Leonard Warren, Frederick W.
Ryan, John

The following received the Midwifery Diploma:
Fullerton, John Campbell Ryan, John
Mahon, Charles J. Smyly, William J.
O'Keiffe, J. L. Warren, Frederick W.

UNIVERSITY OF DUBLIN: TRINITY COLLEGE.-At the M.B. ex-
amination, held in Trinity Term, on June Ioth and I th, the following
passed in the order of merit.

Moriarty, Matthew Denis Hamilton, James Charles
M'lMunn, Charles Alexander M'Laughlin, Frederick
Smiyly, William Josiah Archer, Robert S.
Alackesy, William Lewis Gubbins, William L.
Hingston, William F. Fullerton, John C.
Allen, James Henry Pope, Frederick eqKerr, Elias William Goode, George equal
O'Meara, Thomas P. Fleetwood, Thomas F. uaWade, Arthur Law Marsden, Charles qual
Grandison, Alfred equal Chartres, John
Tuckey, Thomas P. equ
Ball, Charles B.

At the examination for the Degree of Master in Surgery (M. Ch.),held on June I7th and x8th, the successful candidates were:
i. M'Laughlin, Frederick 4. Hingston, William F.
2. { Archer, Robert S.
3. Ball, Charles B.

MEDICAL VACANCIES.
THE following vacancies are announced

ABERDEEN ROBERT BURNS FRIENDLY SOCIETY--Medical Officer.
ATHLONE UNION, co. Westmeath-Medical Officer, Public Vaccinator, and

Registrar of Births, etc., for the Moate Dispensary District: £Ioo per annum,
and fees.

BIRMINGHAM AND MIDLAND HOSPITAL FOR WOMEN-Resident
Medical Officer and Secretary: 50o per annum, board, lodging, and washing.CHONTALES CONSOLIDATED MINES, Nicaragua-Surgeon: £300 perannum, passage and board free.

DORSET COUNTY HOSPITAL, Dorchester-Physician.EDMONTON UNION, Middlesex-Medical Officer for the Stoke NewingtonDistrict: £20 per annum.
GLASGOW-Medical Officer of Health.
GLASGOW, University of-Professsor of Medical Jurisprudence.
GLOUCESTER GENERAL INFIRMARY-Assistant-Surgeon.HAYDOCK LODGE LUNATIC ASYLUM, Newton-le Willows- AssistantMedical Officer: x20o per annum, board, etc.


